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SESSION THREE: The GOSPEL to the CENTERS of PHILOSOPHY and LEARNING

Opening Prayer: Lord God, our heavenly Father, in creation You reveal Your great wisdom, grace, power, and beauty. 
Mankind has long strived to embody those qualities, but often we foolishly seek them apart from You. Forgive us 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, and restore us as Your children, that we may reflect Your perfect light. We pray in 
Jesus’ name. Amen.

God’s Folly and Man’s Wisdom

The Greeks of Athens and Corinth took great pride in their wisdom and culture. They developed sophisticated 
philosophies about the nature of life and what follows after. But without true fear or knowledge of God they were 
doomed to get it wrong. God sent the Apostle Paul to bring them the truth—but they would only acquire it when 
they humbled themselves under the Holy Spirit and saw God’s wisdom in a bloody cross. 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God. 19 For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will 
thwart.”

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand 
signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

•	 What aspects of the Christian faith seem foolish to a well-educated unbeliever?
•	 Describe your own struggles with the seeming folly of Christ crucified. 
•	 Why does Paul describe God’s wisdom and strength as “foolishness” and “weakness” when it is truly the 

unbeliever who is a fool? (Psalm 14:1- “The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.’”)

Athens: The Seat of Worldly Wisdom

The ancient city of Athens was not only a magnet for great thinkers and philosophers, it was also a place of deep 
religious devotion. But in his first visit to the city, Paul soon saw that without God’s clear revelation in the Bible, even 
these great thinkers went astray when trying to picture this world’s Creator.

Read Acts 17:16-34

16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the 
city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the 
marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. 18 Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers 
also conversed with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be 
a preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 19 And they took him 
and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 
20 For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things mean.” 21 Now 
all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing 
something new. 
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22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are 
very religious. 23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with 
this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 the 
God who made the whole world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples 
made by man, 25 Nor is he served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to 
all mankind life and breath and everything. 26 And He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on 
all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that 
they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward Him and find Him. Yet He is actually 
not far from each one of us, 28 for “In Him we live and move and have our being’’ as even some of your own 
poets have said, “For we are indeed His offspring.”

29 Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an 
image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now He 
commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because He has fixed a day on which He will judge the world in 
righteousness by a man whom He has appointed; and of this He has given assurance to all by raising Him from 
the dead.”

•	 In verse 16, what emotion drives Paul to begin talking in the Athenian synagogue to the Jews and Gentile 
converts to Judaism and in the marketplace to anyone who will talk to him?

•	 Describe a situation in which you were offended for Christ’s sake.
•	 What is the danger of responding to that situation in anger?
•	 How does verse 30 show that Paul set aside his indignation to speak to them in loving concern?
•	 Why did Paul bring in quotations from unbelieving Athenian poets?

Athens—Information Overload

The Athenians were known for their preoccupation with gathering to talk and to hear new ideas. We share that same 
preoccupation with hundreds of cable channels, and social media with its many distractions.

•	 What social media platforms do you use on the internet and how often do you log on? 
•	 Discuss the benefits the Internet offers.
•	 Describe some ways we can use the Internet and social media to spread the good news of God’s forgiveness 

in Jesus Christ.
•	 How do you monitor the time you spend on social media to prevent you from neglecting face to face 

relationships with your family, friends, coworkers, neighbors, and God Himself?

Corinth—The Ancient Las Vegas

Corinth shared Athens’ love of philosophy and learning, but like our Las Vegas it embraced over-indulgence and 
adopted the slogan “All things are lawful.” Paul addressed several issues in Corinth including sexual immorality, food, 
and idolatry.

Read 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

12 “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be 
enslaved by anything. 13 “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food”—and God will destroy both 
one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 
14 And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are 
members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never!  
16 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, 
“the two will become one flesh.” 17 But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him. 
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18 Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral 
person sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in 
your body.

•	 Although Paul is chiefly addressing sexual immorality here, what other physical desires fall under his words?  
•	 Why is it dangerous to think of these good physical things God created as evil in and of themselves? (alcohol, 

recreation, sex, etc.)
•	 How do the Law and Gospel help us find the proper place for all these desires?
•	 How does investing our body to glorify God and befriend our neighbors’ needs rather than gratifying our 

physical desires help us keep this healthy balance?

Engaging Higher Education

If you’ve attended a college or university, there is a good chance you’ve been exposed to the same kind of clouded 
and confused thinking that afflicted the Greeks who lived without the Bible’s guidance. Higher education today 
refuses to be informed by God’s revelation so it ends up endorsing all kinds of folly—from speaking of humanity as 
highly evolved animals to regarding babies as foreign tumors growing in a woman’s body. 

•	 Describe some of the world’s wisdom you encountered in college which is pure folly in God’s eyes.
•	 What would you say to help prepare a high school graduate for what he or she will encounter at the 

university?
•	 How do you deal with the ridicule and scorn unbelieving intellectuals lay on Christians?

Sharing the Faith in Your Culture

Athens was the place of culture, philosophy, beauty, and education. Some of you feel right in place in that community. 
You have season tickets to the symphony, you love attending operas, musicals, and Broadway plays. Perhaps you 
delight in art museums and botanical gardens. Maybe your joy is poetry readings or Shakespeare in the Park. 

•	 In your mind, how and where do these arts connect with God’s glory, majesty, beauty, and grace?
•	 Name some great Christian works of art or music that serve as power bridges to convey to you the story of 

God’s love in Jesus Christ.
•	 Within the artistic community, how could a Christian use these cultural items as a bridge to sharing faith in 

Jesus Christ to other artists or art lovers?

If Not Cultural Arts, What Is Your Area of Interest?

No matter where your passions lie, your careers and hobbies bring you into communities of like-minded people 
who share those deep passions. Within those communities a natural rapport develops; it drops barriers and opens 
tremendous doors for witness. If you follow your God-given interests and passions in life, you can find yourself in 
friendships which are perfect bridges for God to touch down in this world through His Son Jesus Christ. If you hate 
the idea of opera, symphony halls and museums that’s okay—the Lord will raise up other Christians who share that 
passion and can reach that community naturally. He’s given you your own passions so He can work through you to 
reach different communities.

•	 Share your passions, hobbies, and interests (cycling, biking, camping, golf, boating, fishing, running, writing, 
cooking, art, music, dance, etc.). Describe the community that exists among those who share your passion.

•	 Discuss some possible ways to witness based on your involvement within these communities.



Hopefully your career is a passion for you as well.
•	 Describe your career and discuss some ways you can use that passion to meaningfully reach people who 

share that same career.

CLOSING PRAYER:  Holy Father, we praise You for the body, soul, heart, and mind You have given us. Thank You for 
the passions that give spice to our lives. Open our eyes to see opportunities You open to us to reach these different 
communities, that we may be Your bridges into this lost world. We pray in Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
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