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SESSION ONE: THAT’S JUST WHO GOD IS

Opening Prayer: Lord God, our heavenly Father, our sinful condition makes it difficult to believe You are always 
with us to bring good out of evil. Strengthen our faith to trust that You are always with us to protect us, to deliver 
us from evil, and to bring us into Your glorious presence through all eternity. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Lost in Translation
How does God feel about you and me as individuals? His thoughts are summed up in the verse “For God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 
3:16). Those words can’t be any clearer, yet how often does this simple message get lost in translation as we 
struggle with life situations beyond our control and battle self doubts and feelings of unworthiness because of our 
failures, our sins, and our serious mess-ups?

	 •	List some reasons we might find it difficult to really believe God’s forgiveness and unconditional love for   
  Jesus’ sake.
	 •	What might you say to a friend who is really struggling with doubts about God’s love?
	 •	 If you were talking to a friend, what would be your response to the statement, “A loving God wouldn’t let  
  these kinds of things happen”?  

Jesus Immersed Himself in Our Life
The book of Esther makes reference to a strange law of the Persian kings. “…No one was allowed to enter the 
king’s gate clothed in sackcloth.” (Esther 4:2) Sackcloth was worn as a symbol of trouble, regret, sorrow, and 
suffering. These human rulers wanted no reminder of suffering in their kingdom. It was as if they lived in an ivory 
tower so they could be detached from the plight of their people. 

This attitude is reflected in the manmade religions of the world. Life’s recurring difficulties give the impression the 
gods don’t want to bother themselves with human concerns and problems. Our own sufferings can tempt us to 
reach the same conclusion about our God. 

But the life of Jesus shows that God our Father takes a very different stance. Jesus immersed Himself in our 
human experience. He was raised in a family with brothers and sisters (cf. Mark 3:31-35, John 7:1-5). He spent 
his teens and twenties working as a skilled laborer—in fact, His carpentry and building skills were widely known 
(Mark 6:3).

A wonderful passage in Hebrews explores the impact of Jesus’ experiences in this earthly life. 

Read Hebrews 2:10-18; 5:7-9

2:10 For it was fitting that [God the Father], for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to 
glory, should make the Founder of their salvation [Jesus] perfect through suffering. 11 For He who sanctifies 
and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why He is not ashamed to call them brothers, 12 
saying, “I will tell of Your name to My brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing Your praise.”

13 And again, “I will put My trust in Him.” And again, “Behold, I and the children God has given Me.”

14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise partook of the same things, that 
through death He might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all 
those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that He helps, 
but He helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore He had to be made like His brothers in every respect, so 
that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the 
sins of the people. 18 For because He Himself has suffered when tempted, He is able to help those who are 
being tempted.”
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5:7 In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to Him who was 
able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His reverence. 8 Although He was a son, He learned 
obedience through what He suffered. 9 And being made perfect, He became the source of eternal salvation to 
all who obey Him.”

	 •	How do Jesus’ earthly experiences shine a new light on God’s desire to share our lives and love us as His   
  own children? 
	 •	How can remembering Jesus’ family and work experience help us overcome the temptation to believe He  
  doesn’t know or care about our sufferings?
	 •	How can we incorporate the things Jesus experienced in His earthly life when we share our faith? 

Recognizing God’s Footprints in Your Life
How many times have you heard the expression, “It’s a God thing”? That phrase describes events in our lives where 
we know God was active and involved. It reflects Romans 8:28, “And we know that for those who love God all things 
work together for good.” God’s hand is always at work for us, but most of the time it is unseen because He is busy 
working through other people. But sometimes He openly works for us to see.

	 •	Describe an event in your life where God’s hand was clearly at work on your behalf or for the benefit of   
  someone else.
	 •	How could you share this with an un-churched friend without looking like you were totally nuts? 
	 •	What are some ways we can cultivate a deeper recognition of God’s active role in our lives? 

God’s Footprints Spread out from Jerusalem
Following the events of Pentecost, the Church grew dramatically day by day. But in the beginning it remained 
centered in Jerusalem because the new believers stayed in town to hear the Apostles. Everything changed when 
Stephen was martyred. Onto center stage steps a young man who despite his fervent intentions, will be pivotal in 
spreading God’s footsteps throughout the Roman world. 

Read Acts 8:1-8
1 And Saul approved of his execution. 

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made 
great lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off 
men and women and committed them to prison.

4 Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. 5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria 
and proclaimed to them the Christ. 6 And the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said 
by Philip when they heard him and saw the signs that he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, 
came out of many who had them, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there was much joy 
in that city.

God has a way of bringing victory out of defeat, life out of death. Out of the death of His faithful witness Stephen 
God begins to spread His footsteps far beyond Jerusalem. As His believers scatter throughout the various regions of 
Judea and Samaria they don’t hide their message in fear. By the power of His Holy Spirit they courageously proclaim 
Jesus’ name. 

	 •	Think about everywhere God’s footsteps travel when your congregation disbands after services. Name   
  the individual neighborhoods, communities, workplaces and schools God visits through the members of   
  your congregation.



	 •	Name some Christians you know who are doing great things for God’s kingdom.

You are God’s temple, His footsteps
Now that God has stepped into your life through His Son, washed away your sins and made you His own child, He 
makes Himself known through your actions, your attitudes, your words of witness. In every situation you encounter 
you are leaving behind God’s footprints. 
	 •	Describe some bad footprints you’ve seen other Christians leave in their daily lives.
	 •	Why is it important to stop and take stock of how we are living our life? 
	 •	Name one way you can start leaving footsteps that honor God’s name rather than dishonor it. 

CLOSING PRAYER:  Holy Father, in Your Son Jesus Christ You have shown yourself a God who desperately loves His 
lost children. Fill my heart with such love of others, that in my words, actions and attitudes they can clearly see Your 
love and compassion. I ask this in Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
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