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SESSION FOUR: The GOSPEL at the CROSSROADS of COMMERCE – EPHESUS
Opening Prayer: Lord God, finance and commerce are such a big part of our lives and our society. As 
we examine Your promise to provide our daily bread, give us confidence and courage to lay our financial 
concerns in Your hands that we may boldly put our treasures to work for Your glory and our neighbor’s 
benefit. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Transforming Work

How do you feel about your job? Is it stressful drudgery, or joyful anticipation? Do you love going to work or 
dread walking through the door? Many people see work as little more than the means to put a roof over their 
heads, food on their tables and money in their bank account. 

•	 What is the result of viewing work that way?

Read Ephesians 2:8-10 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 
not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

In his sermon, Pastor Seltz said, “Knowing Jesus means that you see all of life differently in Him, for Him, for 
those He brings to your life…And yes, you’ll do business differently, you’ll see customers as brothers and 
sisters, you’ll see workers as gifts from God, you’ll see your abilities as gifts to be used to bless, you’ll live 
striving for excellence, calling for excellence, yes, even demanding excellence from yourself and those you 
work with…Faith frees us to be ambitious and serving at the same time.”

•	 How does it change your outlook to realize you are working for God’s glory and not your own?
•	 Describe how your individual job fits into the goods and/or services your company provides to 

society.
•	 What inspiration do you receive when you consider the benefits society receives from your hard work? 
•	 Where do you see your career being in five years? In ten?

Risk Taking

All of life involves change, and with it comes risk. From time to time in our careers we have to take that next 
step too. An entrepreneur takes a huge risk when they line up investors and start out on their venture. Bosses 
are taking their chances when they hire new employees or start a new product line. Workers put a lot on the 
line when they decide to return to college, or change their career midstream.  

•	 Describe some of the risks you have taken or are taking for your career.
•	 Who inspired you to take that chance?
•	 What role did your faith play as you took that step?

God’s Gift of Work

In the Early Church many believers thought Jesus’ return was imminent. They left their jobs and watched the 
skies for His return. In our day some able-bodied people avoid work, preferring to rely on charities or the 
government to support them. God has a different idea.
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Read 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15

6 Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any 
brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you received from us. 7 For 
you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle when we were with you, 8 
nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day, 
that we might not be a burden to any of you. 9 It was not because we do not have that right, but to 
give you in ourselves an example to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we would give you this 
command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. 11 For we hear that some among you walk 
in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. 12 Now such persons we command and encourage in the 
Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.

13 As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good. 14 If anyone does not obey what we say in this 
letter, take note of that person, and have nothing to do with him, that he may be ashamed. 15 Do not 
regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.

•	 How could shame serve to nudge an idle person back to work?
•	 Why is work important for a person’s well-being?

Cold, Cruel Business

Like all of life, our careers don’t always run smoothly. In the recession of 2008 many businesses were forced to 
down-size merely to survive. Many people became unemployed or underemployed. Even those who kept their 
jobs saw their workload increase while their retirement savings vanished with the drops in the stock market.

•	 Describe what you experienced as an employer or employee at that time.
•	 What are the frustrations of being unemployed or underemployed for an extended period of time? 
•	 What encouragement can you give to a friend battling depression and feeling worthless because they 

are either unable to work or to find work?
•	 How can your faith help you find contentment when you are waiting or unable to fulfill your career 

dreams? 

Making Wealth Work

Have you ever heard Christians decry money saying, “Money is the root of all evils”? They are taking 
their quote from Paul’s letter to Timothy, but leaving out two critical words, which changes the meaning 
completely. The full, correct quotation is, “The love of money is a root of all kinds of evils” (1 Timothy 6:10). 
There is nothing wrong with wealth and earthly possessions in and of themselves, they are God’s good gifts 
to us. The problem is in our attitude towards wealth, our covetous desire, our craving for money; not in 
money itself. 

Read 1 Timothy 6:6-11

6 Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, and 
we cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be 
content. 9But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and 
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many pangs. 11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.

•	 What feelings do you have when you think about wealthy people?
•	 How do those feelings reveal your own attitudes toward wealth?
•	 What special temptations come with being wealthy? 
•	 What is the difference between working for our wealth and making our wealth work for the glory of 

God and for the benefit of our neighbor?
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Financial Struggles

Some of our financial struggles are our own fault, some are due to circumstances beyond our control, many 
are a combination of the two. Financial counselors focus on raising income and cutting expenses to get out of 
debt. But a preoccupation with financial security or getting and staying out of debt can turn money into our 
god, keeping us from stepping out in faith to “seek first the kingdom of God.” 

Read Matthew 6:19-21, 24-33

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 
break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys 
and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor 
about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 
26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can 
add a single hour to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of 
the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was 
not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore 
do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or “What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For 
the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But 
seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”

One of the leading causes of divorce is family finances, especially when husband and wife don’t share the 
same philosophies about money and spending.

•	 How do you determine your priorities when it comes to savings, investment, and spending?
•	 What special temptations come with financial struggles?
•	 How can God use financial struggles to make us stronger in faith and more fruitful in serving others?
•	 How could going into debt to send your children to parochial school instead of public school be a 

form of “seeking first the kingdom of God”? 

Seeking first the kingdom of God is first of all faithfully using the means God has provided to establish and 
strengthen our faith- the Bible, Baptism and Holy Communion. Then it also includes keeping the spiritual 
needs of our neighbor foremost in our minds. That includes the portion of our money we return to the Lord 
for the growth of His kingdom. Our pastors, teachers, and other church workers depend on our offerings of 
thanksgiving so they can devote their attention to the souls God has entrusted to them—both inside and 
outside the congregation.

•	 How might fear of debt keep a young man or woman from heeding God’s call to become a pastor, 
teacher, or other professional church workers?

•	 How might financial concerns distract church workers from fully serving the people in their charge?
•	 How much are these issues affected by the financial priorities Christians set for the money God 

provides them? 
•	 What promise does God give regarding our own financial needs when we sacrifice to support the 

work of His church?
•	 Describe some things you’d like to see your congregation do if donations increased and cost was no 

object. 



Sharing the Faith at Work

There are several ways to share your faith with coworkers. The obvious way is to start talking about Jesus Christ. 
But another way is to build relationships first. Show your interest and concern for your coworkers. As they go 
through difficult times in their life and see the subtle, consistent witness of your peace, contentment, and joy, you 
might well find them asking you to share your faith with them. 

•	 How can your attitude at work open a door to witness?
•	 Why is it important to establish friendships with coworkers?
•	 Discuss an opportunity for witness that opened up for you at work.

CLOSING PRAYER:  Holy Father, thank You for the daily bread You give us each day to support all our bodily 
needs. Give us thankful hearts to praise You, and generosity to invest those same gifts for the benefit of our 
family, friends, and neighbors. We pray in Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
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