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SESSION TWO: ROME – THE POWER CENTER of the ANCIENT WORLD

Opening Prayer: Lord God, You are the Creator and Lord of heaven and earth. You control all things, making 
them work together for the benefit of the all those who trust in Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Guide 
us as we consider how You work through the nations of the earth to fulfill Your gracious plans for us. In Jesus’ 
name we pray, Amen.

Pillars of Power
God’s Law functions on several levels, both personal and social. On the personal level it shows God’s demand 
for a perfect life and condemns us when we fail. God works through this personal Law to drive us outside 
ourselves to Jesus Christ and His perfect salvation. 

But at a social level, God’s Law also performs an essential function. It restrains violent, disruptive outbreaks of 
evil, it maintains peace and order, and it protects our lives, families, possessions and reputations. But just as on 
the personal level the Law cannot save us from our sins, God’s Law cannot answer all society’s ills. God works 
through it to set free the Gospel of Jesus Christ by which He can change human hearts, and fill us with love to 
help and care for our neighbor in ways that Law and the government never can.

Read Romans 13:1-5

1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 
those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God 
has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but 
to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive 
his approval, 4 for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear 
the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 
5 Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience.

Lawful government is God’s gift to sinful humanity. He designed it to clear the way for the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to reach all people. Without the bounds created by governments and their law enforcement officials, 
society would collapse into chaos, violence, theft, abuse, and murder. 

From time to time law and order break down for various reasons, and God makes our need for law and order 
painfully clear.

•	 Describe some recent natural disasters or manmade events that resulted in an outbreak of lawlessness.
• Discuss what it must be like to live in a neighborhood threatened by these destructive and terrifying acts.
•	 What weapons and tactics are entailed in the “sword” God gives law enforcement officials whom He 

makes His servants?
•	 When do you think it is appropriate for law enforcement to “stand down” and not oppose evildoers?

God made the rapid growth of the early Christian Church possible through the governing authorities of that 
day. The mighty armies of the Roman Empire provided a period of peace in the world, safe Roman roads 
allowed Christians like Paul to travel from region to region proclaiming the Gospel without fear of thieves  
and bandits. 
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•	 What governmental protections help us spread the Gospel today? 
•	 What difficulties do police officers face in our culture today?
•	 What would you say to someone who was complaining about abuse of power in law enforcement?
•	 What are some ways to thank, support, and encourage officers who protect us according to God’s will?

In his sermon, Pastor Seltz explained, “The system of law and order took Paul on a journey, a journey to proclaim 
the Gospel to a world whose problems were beyond mere law and order solutions.” Paul proclaimed Jesus Christ 
everywhere he went on his path to Rome. And once he had arrived there, the Roman justice system forced Paul 
to wait two more years before his case could be brought to Caesar. 

Read Acts 28:16, 30-31

16 And when we came into Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier that guarded him.

30 He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him, 31 proclaiming the 
kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.

· As Paul was approaching Rome, what sort of hindrances might he have expected to encounter while 
awaiting trial?

· What opportunities arose for Paul being placed in “house arrest” rather than locked in a prison cell?
· How did the two year delay in justice open a window of grace for the Lord to spread the Gospel 

throughout Rome?

When Law and Gospel Collide—Persecution

Paul and the early Church benefitted greatly from the peace, safety, and excellent roads God provided through 
the Roman government. But in time that all changed. Paul eventually stood before the Roman Emperor Nero 
and was beheaded. That same Roman government rose up against Christianity on several occasions and tried to 
exterminate it.

In the letter of Hebrews, the writer addresses Jewish Christians who face severe persecution. They are 
considering renouncing Christ so they can return to the legal and safe faith of Judaism. After showing Jesus’ 
supremacy to every aspect of Judaism, the writer reminds them of the great men and women in the Old 
Testament who suffered great persecution for their faith as well. He concludes with these words:

Read Hebrews 11:32-12:3

11:32  And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of 
David and Samuel and the prophets—33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were 
made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received back 
their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again 
to a better life. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were 
stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and 
goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated—38 of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts 
and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 

39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 since God 
had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 
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12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and 
sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right handed of the throne of God. 

3 Consider Him who endured from sinners such hostility against Himself, so that you may not grow weary or 
fainthearted.

•	 What fears enter your mind when you consider being persecuted for your faith?
•	 How does the Holy Spirit use the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the promise of our own resurrection and 

eternal life to strengthen us in such times?
•	 When Christians prayed for forgiveness for their persecutors (Acts 7:60) or sang songs of joy and praise (Acts 

16:22-34) how did the Holy Spirit use that as a bridge to the Gospel?

The Bridge Building Business
Our sin has placed a great chasm between us and God. With no way for us to bridge that chasm, God Himself 
builds bridges. First He sent His Son Jesus Christ to pay the penalty for our sin through His suffering, death, and 
resurrection. Then the Holy Spirit builds bridges to bring us the good news of Jesus’ salvation and create saving faith 
in us. 

In Paul’s case, Jesus appeared as he travelled to Damascus and the Holy Spirit worked saving faith. He prepared Paul 
to be the bridge through which He would create saving faith in non-Jews- even the Romans and their Caesars.

He does the same for us and through us. He raises up people of faith as bridges through whom He brings us saving 
faith, then He raises us up to be His bridges for others.

•	 Who was the bridge God used to bring the good news of Jesus to you and make you His own?
•	 What are some of the unique connections and associations you have with others that can let you be a Spirit-

raised bridge to them?

The Bridge of Suffering

None of us likes to face suffering and difficulty in our life. But God works through these situations to shape and mold 
us, to put us in the perfect place to be a bridge between Himself and someone He is trying to reach.

In the sermon, Pastor Seltz asked, “What might God do through your suffering or struggle?  Will He draw you 
closer?  Will He give you insight?  Will He provide a platform for you to bless others?  Will He allow you to see how 
He heals you and walks with you?” 

Paul faced similar suffering and like us, he prayed for God to remove it. 

Read 2 Corinthians 12:7-10

7So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was 
given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times 
I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for My power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.



Again, in the sermon Pastor Seltz stated, “Sometimes your hope is not in escaping from your situation, but in 
embracing it.  Sometimes you discover God’s gracious blessing and plan not by getting away from your reality, but by 
digging into it and living it fully.”

•	 Describe some of the struggles you have faced or currently face in your life.
•	 What changes in your heart, life, and attitude has God worked in you through those difficulties?
•	 What new connections did these struggles make with other people which wouldn’t have been made 

otherwise?
•	 How does accepting and embracing your new reality in dignity and grace through Jesus Christ enable you to 

inspire others to see Jesus Christ in a new light?

CLOSING PRAYER:  Heavenly Father, thank You for working through Your Law to provide peace, safety and justice 
for sinners living together in this world of greed and hate. We praise You even more for sending Your Son to suffer 
and die to free us from our sin and guilt, and Your eternal wrath. Prepare us to be bridges to those lost in unbelief, 
that Your Spirit may use our witness to bring them to saving faith in Jesus Christ. In Whose name we pray. Amen.
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